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About 10:55 p.m. eastern d a y l i g h t  t ime on May 14, 1988, a p ickup t r u c k  
t r a v e l i n g  northbound i n  t h e  southbound lanes o f  I n t e r s t a t e  71 s t r u c k  head-on 
a church a c t i v i t y  bus t r a v e l i n g  southbound i n  t h e  l e f t  l ane  o f  t h e  highway 
near C a r r o l l t o n ,  Kentucky. As t he  p ickup t r u c k  r o t a t e d  du r ing  impact, i t  
s t r u c k  a passenger c a r  t r a v e l i n g  southbound i n  the  r i g h t  l ane  near t h e  
church bus. The church bus f u e l  t a n k  was punctured d u r i n g  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  
sequence, and a f i r e  ensued, engu l f i ng  the  e n t i r e  bus. The busd r i ve r  and 26 
bus passengers were f a t a l l y  i n j u r e d .  T h i r t y - f o u r  bus passengers susta ined 
minor  t o  c r i t i c a l  i n j u r i e s ,  and s i x  bus passengers were n o t  i n j u r e d .  The 
p ickup t r u c k  d r i v e r  susta ined ser ious i n j u r i e s ,  bu t  n e i t h e r  occupant o f  t h e  
passenger ca r  was i n j u r e d .  

There was no prev ious  h i s t o r y  o f  wrong-way acc idents  on the  acc ident  
segment o f  1-71" Fur ther ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  placement o f  
app rop r ia te  highway s igns  and pavement markings a t  t h e  acc ident  s i t e  would 
have s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  outcome o f  t h i s  acc ident .  However, 
approx imate ly  272 f a t a l i t i e s  per  year  do occur  as  a r e s u l t  o f  wrong-way 
d r i v i n g  acc idents .  

As a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a head-on c o l l i s i o n  near Baker, 
C a l i f o r n i a  on March 7, 1968, the  Safe ty  Board recommended t h a t  t h e  Federal 
Highway Admin i s t ra t i on  (FHWA): 

H - 68- 24 

Continue i t s  support  o f  S ta te  Highway Department research 
and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  remedial measures t o  ave r t  o r  r e d i r e c t  
wrong-way t r a f f i c  movements a t  expressway, freeway, and 
m u l t i l a n e  d i v i d e d  highway ingress and egress p o i n t s .  
Th i s  research e f f o r t  should be expanded and cons ide ra t i on  

'For m o r e  d e t a i  Led i n f o r m a t i o n ,  r e a d  H i g h w a y  A c c i d e n t  R e p o r t - - " P i c k u p  
T r u c k l C h u r c h  A c t i v i t y  B u s  H e a d - o n  C o l l i s i o n  a n d  F i r e  n e a r  C a r r o l l t o n ,  
K e n t u c k y ,  M a y  1 4 ,  1988" ( N T S B / H A R - 8 9 / 0 1 )  
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given to the development and application of measures to 
avert or redirect wrong-way traffic movements which occur 
on a roadway at points other than those used for ingress 
and egress. Directional arrows applied at regular 
intervals, rumble strips, signs, and other signal systems 
might be considered. The Safety Board further recommends 
that the FHWA advise the National Joint Committee on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices of the effective measures 
developed to redirect wrong-way traffic movements which 
occur on a roadway at points other than those used for 
ingress and egress; and, urges the National Joint 
Committee to implement these measures on a national basis 
in the most expedient manner at its command. 

, 

On January 17, 1969, the FHWA responded that: 

lhe support of State research work to develop remedial 
measures to avert or redirect wrong way movements at 
points of ingress and egress on divided highways will be 
continued as a regular part of FHWA program I . . will 
explore expansion of the program as recommended. The 
National Joint Committee on Uniform Traffic Control 
Division will be kept informed as recommended. 

O n  July 17, 1975, the Safety Board classified Safety Recommendation 
H-68-24 as "Llosed--Acceptable Action." In the past, efforts have been made 
to reduce wrong-way driving at entrances and exits near interchanges. 
However, because the loss of life from wrong-way accidents continues to be 
substantial, it is reasonable t o  conclude that wrong-way accidents on the 
main line between interchanges may now be a problem. A nationwide effort on 
the interstates should be initiated to post "Wrong-Way'' and "One-way" signs 
and place pavement arrows at each crossover or at periodic intervals (such as 
1 mile). Although there are about 43,000 miles of interstate highway, the 
cost may not be great relative to the benefits of reducing these severe types 
of accidents. However, the Board recognizes that it may be necessary to 
establish, through a demonstration program, the feasibility of such a 
program. Because wrong-way accidents do not occur frequently on a particular 
interstate route within a State, the Board believes the FHWA should conduct a 
demonstration project to determine the feasibility of reducing wrong-way 
accidents on the main lines of interstates by the installation o f  additional 
signs and markings at all crossovers and at periodic intervals. Based on a 
preliminary assessment of the data collected durl'ng its investigation of the 
Carrollton accident, the Board believes that North Carolina, Georgia, and 
Indiana may be candidates for the demonstration projects. 

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that the 
Federal Highway Administration: 

Conduct a demonstration project to determine the 
effectiveness of installing additional signs and markings 
at all crossovers and periodic intervals to reduce 
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wrong-way accidents on interstates. (Class 11, Priority 
Action) (H-89-7) 

Also, t.he Safety Board issued Safety Recommendations H-89-1 to the 50 
States and the District o f  Columbia; H-89-2 to the 49 States, except 
Kentucky, and the District of Columbia; H-89-3 to various church associations 
and other special activity groups; H-89-4 through -6 to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration; and H-89-8 through -14 t o  the State o f  
Kentucky. 

KOLSTAD, Acting Chairman, and BURNETT, LAIJBER, NALL, and DICKINSON, 
Members. concurred in this recommendation. 

Ld James L. Kolstad 
Acting Chairman 




